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Happy Ending for an Octagonal Ugly Duckling

THE MGA -
(OMES IN
FROM THE (O1D

Like a lot of other sports cars, the MGA was regarded as unlovely and “‘H ardinary
during its prime. It's only now — more than 20 years after the first MGA 1

appeared — that the car's qualities are recognised by practically averyone. The
writer of this piece restored an A 1500 a couple of years ago as he “happily watched

the prices climb"”.

IF ¥0OU ses @ smug ook on an MG
freak these days, it is 8 reasonable bet
that the face belomgs o the owner of an
MGA. Why? Because over the last
couple of yvears, those fortunate encugh
o owwvn ong have had the satisfaction of
weging  their cars  transformed  from
neglected  ugly ducklings of the MG
family into sought-atter sveans

Mot so long ago, you could skim the
classihed ads ol the ":'ialur'-:‘:la',' press and
see MG As going for a song, The Tty pes
fad already acheeswed thelr exalted spot
as the classic English sports cars’ they
WBre eMpsErndive and |.'IE'I:I:I-['I'|II'Iﬂ o il:l_.
The Baypes, with their 1798 em”
engime, were favoured by the more
affiuent and the more
mindad and althowgh not scarce,
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also  expensive.  Tucked forlorniy
batwwern listimgs of thaar are
glamorows  stablemates was wsually a
thin scattering af As, mostly at bargamn
basamant prices But
eye, the portents ol & classc car wens
there. The Bs were many and [then) still
availabie new in Australia, The As wera
relatively few, and were possesied of
ceértain  characteristics  which  placed
them firmly im the clssie traditien ot
their famouws marque, and differentiated

to the discerming

them quite clearly from the “modern®
EOrts car,

They wera the last MGs to be
spscaptible to dry rot; they had a

wooden floor.
to  hawe a weparate
gnthusiast will claim,

Thay werg the kst MGs
chassis, The
in fact, that they

weere the last troe MG baring The 1351 to
emerge  from  Abingdon before the
shuarprian of  the ANuffield  (BGE
internsts  first by the British Motor
Corporation and ultimately by British
Leyland. The first al the type, the
1500, actually had drum brakes all
rovunidd, and i5 fow clagsified by CAMS 2
a histaric sports car, The 1600 and the
1600 Mark || made some concessions o
madernity in having swccessively langer
angimes and front disc brakes, The Twin
Cam had dise brakes all round, and with
168 o was capable of 185 kEm/h
{116 mph|

The MGA was dessgned by Sydney
Enever, and had s ganasis in a TOD
speecial fitted weith & streamiined body
shall which was built for George Phillips




1o race af Le Mans in 1957, The first

MGA prototypes were built in 1952, TECHNICAL DATA — MGA 1500 ROADSTER
and had works numbers Ex 175 and : 4 . ] " Kiia
Ex 1 1 tak niroduced Seprember 1855 — First chassis number 10707, Discon tinued May 1 5
UH h?E |r|| ELE;S#:!-. Ex 119 v:.-m ey ;E Engena: BMC "B series, DHY plus push rods, 4 eviindars, 148%cm* . borefstroke (MM 73 = B0,
izt Tl it - whera it sat spe comprasion ratio 8.3 ta 1, 51 kW (68 bho! ot 5500 rprm. Twin SU carburetton,
records oo numerows 10 st here, The Gear Bow: 4 speod BME "Bty with extended casing to sccapt solined end of prap shatt, Gear
riowy model made 118 campetitive debut ratios 1.00, 1,374, 2.214, 2.64.
at Le Mans in June 1965 the first tima Brakas: Lookheed hydraule drosms. Front; vaso leading shaes. Flear; one iading. tne trailing
y Steering: Flack and pinion, 2% wums lock-toslock.
i .“."Imw VB Digt the -..'!rr.xrk: had Runming Gear! Tyres 16 « 560, wheetbase F3E8 mm, treck [frontl 1204 mm reard 1745 mm,
officially engaged in competition. The g axle ratio 4.3, Wneels; dice with wnblation hotes and 4 sbud antacharen | lwire spokes
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model was introduced - commercially
ihree months later.

My & i en griginal 1500 roadster of
the type which was produced fram
September 1955 to May 1958, From
the chassis number | wouwld put it
around 1957 vintage. | bought n thres
yoars aqo for a few hurdred dollass,
Although the car was registered  and
rumning, it had been abused and
reglectad  and  had  obviously  been
throwgh mamy hands in the course of a
hard fife, The motor was sloppy, tha
brakes were suspect, the radistor leaked,
ihe trim was shabby, the rebber was
poor, the perspex was opague and the
elecirics coukd best be described as
GCCENTC,

Mevertheless, after a few makeshif
repairs, it served me well & a rosd car
for about & vear, ravelling frequently st
ipetd  between Sydney and Canberra
before | found the time to give it the
attention il deserved. BMow, afver the
axpenditure of much blood, toil, tears,
sweal, money and bad language, it & a
glzaming  beauty  with Faulthess
mechanicaks, neat trim, impaccable road
manners and loads of panache.

It again sports 18 original factory red
[after having been successively recolored
vellow, BRG and ivoryl and | have
pandarad 1o my vanity and departed
fram originality by endowing it with
chromed wires. And while this long
transformation was underway, | happily
watched the prices climb, Mow, a good
& can oost afrmost a5 much as a T and
more than most Bs

With an engine capacity of only 1489
em”?, the power/weight ratio of the
1800 i unspectacular by  modern
dtandards, although later versions were
improved by Boosting engine capacity,
Mevertheless, for the 0.0 percent of us
who are not Fangios or Brabhams, the
parformance s enough. Top speed i
wmound 153 km'h. The cockpit s
roomy, the driving position comfor-
table; rack and pinion steering, with 7%
turns from lock-te-dock, is sensitive and
precise, and roadhoiding & excellant
The BMC B-type gearbox ic virtually
indestructible, apart from & tendency
for the synoro to fail on second gaar, In
everyday use, howewer, | have found

withi contre Knack-0ns ay aptanal exiral.

this inconyenence so minor that | have
not vel gol around to doing anything
dbaut it and dowbt iF 1 ever will.

But | can tuck my n¢earest and
dearest in beside me and rolive the great
days of wind-in-the-face  seat-of-the-
pants motoring. On a summer day with
the hood down, | can track tightly into
the corners on a winding mountain road
and watch the big gas gulpers fade into
e rear-visswy mirror. | can hear the rush
of air in harmony with the theum of tha
tyres and the beat of the exhaust. And
dl this at better than 1006 kmy/1 (30
mpgl: plague on metrics for such a
staunchiy British car.

If you are leoking for a good classic
sports ear, | can thonsughly recommencd
an MGA. But don't expect to by a
bargain, We, the far sighted, snapped
therm all wp years ago. O
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